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BACKGROUNDER 

Dur ing h is  years  serv ing as  an  evangel i s t ,  Dr .  James  O .  Dav is ,  pres ident  o f
Global  Church Network  (GCN) ,  former ly  known as  B i l l ion  Soul  Network ,
learned that  more  than 90% of  pastors  wor ldwide have  no  formal  educat ion .
Burdened by  the  lack  of  min ist ry  t ra in ing among teachers  and pastors ,  in
2001  he  shared h is  v i s ion  with  the  late  Dr .  B i l l  Br ight ,  founder  o f  Campus
Crusade (now Cru) ,  wi th  whom he co- founded the  organizat ion  that  has  s ince
gone on to  impact  mi l l ions  o f  people  across  the  wor ld .  In  August  o f  that
year ,  they  announced before  the  Assembl ies  o f  God Genera l  Presbytery  the i r
ambit ious  miss ion  to  he lp  p lant  f ive  mi l l ion  new churches  around the  wor ld
with  the  goal  o f  sav ing one b i l l ion  souls .  

GCN equips  pastors  and church leaders  f rom around the  wor ld  for  outreach
in  the i r  surrounding communit ies  by  ho ld ing i ts  internat ional ,  b iennia l
Synergize  conference and annual  leadership  summits ,  which have  been
attended by  more  than 85 ,000 indiv iduals .   

S ince  2002 ,  GCN has  he lped t ra in  tens  o f  thousands  of  Chr is t ian  leaders
wor ldwide through the  Global  Church Div inity  School  (GCDS) .  Of fer ing
seven powerfu l  min ist ry  t racks ,  the  GCDS onl ine  campus houses  more  than
250 interact ive  t ra in ing courses  in  the  Global  Church C lassroom,  taught  by
renowned Chr is t ian  leaders  f rom every  wor ld  region and every  major
denominat ion .  Hundreds  of  addi t ional  t ra in ing mater ia ls  are  ava i lab le  in  the
Global  Church L ibrary ,  the  internat ional  resource  bank of  the  f inest  Chr is t ian
books ,  v ideo ,  audio  and art ic les  in  the  wor ld .  Dr .  E lmer  Towns ,  Co-Founder  o f
L iberty  Univers i ty  serves  as  the  Dean of  the  GCDS.   

In  2012 ,  GCN launched the  Global  Hubs  of  Chr is t ian i ty .  Today ,  there  are  more
than 160  Hubs ,  sca l ing to  800 Hubs  by  2030 .  Every  Hub synergizes  the  best
re lat ionships ,  systemat izes  the  best  t ra in ing and st rategizes  for  unreached
people  groups .  Over  two years ,  pastors  and leaders  meet  every  s ix  months
for  t ra in ing in  leadership  deve lopment ,  church p lant ing ,  v i s ionary
network ing ,  evangel i sm/disc ip leship  and g lobal  miss ions .  Upon the
complet ion  of  the  t ra in ing ,  they  graduate ,  and the  Mother  Hub mult ip l ies  in
each nat ion .  
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Addit ional ly ,  loca l  churches  f rom around the  wor ld  have  jo ined GCN as
a  B i l l ion  Soul™ Church .  

A  B i l l ion  Soul  Church i s  a  B ib le-be l iev ing ,  Chr is t -centered ,  sp i r i t - f i l led ,
K ingdom-minded and miss ion-sending church that  i s  character ized
with  prayer ,  pass ion for  souls ,  d isc ip l ing peoples ,  v i s ionary  leadership ,
sacr i f ic ia l  g iv ing ,  and commitment  to  fu l f i l l  the  Great  Commiss ion .  

A  B i l l ion  Soul™ Church i s :  

A  synergiz ing Church that  networks  and partners  with  others  to
complete  the  Great  Commiss ion ;  
A  soul -sav ing Church with  a  focus  on doubl ing in  s ize  with in  ten  to
f i f teen years ;  
A  seek ing Church that  prays  for  the  Great  Commiss ion to  be  fu l f i l led ;  
A  sending Church that  t ra ins  ministers  to  send into  the  harvest  f ie ld
and p lants  churches ;  
A  sowing Church that  invests  resources  and f inances  into  GCN.  

GCN inc ludes  more  than 2 ,750  denominat ions  and 700 ,000 churches
and has  reached i ts  founding mi lestone of  br inging one b i l l ion
indiv iduals  to  sa lvat ion  and he lp ing to  p lant  f ive  mi l l ion  churches .
Going forward ,  the  GCN’s  miss ional  goa l  i s  to  he lp  fu l f i l l  the  Great
Commiss ion by  the  2 ,000th anniversary  o f  the  Chr is t ian  church in  2030
through the  FINISH:2030  in i t iat ive .  

On February  15 ,  2024 ,  in  the  heart  o f  Synergize  2024 ,  GCN wi l l  launch
Jerusa lem 2030 ,  scheduled to  convene at  the  Internat ional  Convent ion
Center  o f  Jerusa lem on June 9- 1 1 ,  2030 .  Three  thousand leaders  wi l l  be
inv i ted in  honor  o f  the  f i r s t  three  thousand who came to  Chr is t  when
Peter  preached h is  f i r s t  sermon at  the  F i rs t  Pentecost ,  consummating
the b i r th  of  the  Church .  
 
To  learn  more  about  GCN,  v i s i t  gcnw.tv .
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Chr ist ian  leaders  recognize  Dr .  Dav is  as  one of  the  leading networkers
in  the  Chr is t ian  wor ld .  More  than 85 ,000 pastors  and leaders  have
attended h is  b iennia l  pastors ’  conference and leadership  summits
across  the  United States  and in  a l l  major  wor ld  regions .  Dr .  Dav is  has
been named among the  “Top Ten Chr is t ian  Inf luencers  in  the  Wor ld . ”  

From 1997  to  2000 ,  Dr .  Dav is  served on the  Amsterdam 2000 Execut ive
Committee  with  the  late  Dr .  B i l l y  Graham and the  Bi l l y  Graham
Evangel i s t ic  Assoc iat ion .  Amsterdam 2000 hosted more  than 1 1 ,000
leaders  f rom 217  nat ions ,  prov inces  and terr i tor ies .  The  main  focus  of
Amsterdam 2000 was  to  ascerta in  where  the  gospel  i s  not  and to
mobi l i ze  evangel i s t ic  leaders  to  he lp  complete  the  Great  Commiss ion .

In  October  2017 ,  Dr .  Dav is  spearheaded and hosted The Wittenberg 2017
Congress  in  Ber l in ,  Germany .  The  Wittenberg 2017  Congress  ce lebrated
the 500th anniversary  o f  Mart in  Luther  na i l ing  h is  95  Theses  on the
Cast le  Church door  in  Wittenberg ,  Germany .  Th is  h is tor ic  congress
brought  together  more  than 600 inf luent ia l  leaders  f rom more  than 80
denominat ions  and every  wor ld  region .  F in ish  2030 was  launched at  the
graves i te  o f  Mart in  Luther ,  the  Protestant  Reformer .

-cont inued-
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Dr .  James  O .  Dav is  i s  the  founder  o f  Cutt ing Edge
Internat ional  and Global  Church Network ,  a
growing coa l i t ion  of  more  than 2 ,750  Chr is t ian
minist r ies  and denominat ions  f rom around the
wor ld  who are  synergiz ing and mobi l i z ing the i r
e f forts  to  bui ld  a  premier  g lobal  community  o f
pastors  to  he lp  f in ish  the  Great  Commiss ion by  the
2 ,000th Bi r thday  of  the  Church (Finish2030.com ) .
With  more  than 700 ,000 churches  represented ,  the
Global  Church Network  has  become the  largest
pastors ’  network  in  the  wor ld .
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In  September  2005 ,  the  Global  Church Network  launched the  Bi l l ion  Soul
In i t iat ive  in  Dal las ,  Texas .  The  overarching goal  establ i shed was  the
plant ing of  f i ve  mi l l ion  churches  for  a  b i l l ion-soul  harvest  in  10  to  15  years .
In  October  and November  2019 ,  GCN achieved the  goals  o f  one b i l l ion
souls  saved and f ive  mi l l ion  new churches  p lanted respect ive ly .

Dr .  Dav is  served 12  years  as  the  Nat ional  Evangel i s ts  Representat ive  at  the
Assembl ies  o f  God Wor ld  Headquarters ,  leading 1 ,500 evangel i s ts  and
tra in ing thousands  of  s tudents  for  fu l l - t ime evangel i sm.  Min ister ing more
than 45  weeks  per  year  for  the  last  40  years ,  Dr .  Dav is  has  now t rave led
over  ten  mi l l ion  mi les  to  minister  face-to- face  to  mi l l ions  o f  people  in
near ly  140  nat ions .  

Dr .  Dav is  earned a  Doctorate  in  Min ist ry  in  Preaching at  Tr in i ty
Evangel ica l  D iv in i ty  School  and two master ’ s  degrees  f rom the  Assembl ies
of  God Theologica l  Seminary .  The  author  o f  more  than 20  books ,  inc luding
his  most  recent ,  “The  Synergist ic  Church :  The  Answer  to  Ful f i l l ing  the
Great  Commiss ion”  and “Unhindered!  Power  Pr inc ip les  for  the
Extraord inary  Chr is t ian  L i fe , ”  Dr .  Dav is  has  wr i t ten  and contr ibuted to
numerous  key  resources  for  the  Global  Church .

DR.  JAMES O.  DAVIS (cont inued)
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DR.  JAMES O.  DAVIS (Condensed Bio)

Dr .  James  O .  Dav is  i s  the  founder  o f  Global  Church Network  and Cutt ing
Edge Internat ional  who many cons ider  to  be  the  leading Chr is t ian
networker  o f  our  t ime.  For  more  than 40 years ,  Dr .  Dav is  has  success fu l ly
deve loped and deployed more  than ten major  internat ional  in i t iat ives ,
which in  turn  have  created compounding momentum throughout  the
ent i re  Body  of  Chr is t .   

Dr .  Dav is  i s  committed to  synergiz ing and mobi l i z ing the  Global  Church
for  the  complet ion  of  the  Great  Commiss ion .  A  pro l i f ic  author ,
internat ional  speaker  and recognized expert  on  network ing and
leadership ,  Dr .  Dav is  has  ministered face-to- face  to  mi l l ions  o f  people  in
more  than 140 nat ions  over  the  last  40  years .  G lobal  Church Network  has
become the  largest  pastors ’  network  on the  g lobe ,  partner ing with  more
than 2 ,600 minist r ies  and 700 ,000 churches  around the  wor ld .  
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Leonard Sweet

Leonard Sweet  i s  current ly  the  E .  Stanley  Jones
Professor  o f  Evangel i sm at  Drew Univers i ty  in
Madison ,  N .J .  and a  V is i t ing Dist inguished
Professor  at  George Fox  Univers i ty  in  Port land ,
Oregon.  Dr .  Sweet  has  been V ice  Pres ident  o f
Academic  Af fa i rs  and Dean of  the  Theologica l
School  at  Drew Univers i ty  for  many years .  Founder
and Pres ident  o f  Sp i r i t  Venture  Min ist r ies ,  he  has
been a  leader  in  the  United Methodist  Church and
a consul tant  to  many of  Amer ica ’s  denominat ional
leaders  and agencies .  Dr .  Sweet  i s  a  founding
member  of  the  Global  Church Network  and serves
on the  F in ish  2030 Leadership  Team.
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Dr.  Kenneth C.  Ulmer

Dr .  Kenneth C .  U lmer  i s  a  founding member  of  the
Global  Church Network  and serves  as  the  Senior
Pastor-Teacher  o f  Fa i thfu l  Centra l  B ib le  Church in
Inglewood,  Ca l i forn ia .  S ince  h is  ar r iva l  in  1982 ,  the
church has  grown f rom less  than 300 people  to
more  than 13 ,000 .  Dr .  U lmer  i s  a lso  the  Pres id ing
Bishop over  Macedonia  Internat ional  B ib le
Fel lowship  based in  Johannesburg ,  South Afr ica ,  an
assoc iat ion  of  pastors  represent ing minist r ies  in
Afr ica  and the  U .S .
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GCN inc ludes  more  than 2 ,750  denominat ions  and 700 ,000 churches .

In  2019 ,  GCN reached i ts  founding mi lestone of  br inging one b i l l ion
indiv iduals  to  sa lvat ion  and he lp ing to  p lant  f ive  mi l l ion  churches .

GCN pastors  and leaders  wi l l  assemble  in  I s rae l  June 9- 1 1 ,  2030 ,  for  the
Jerusa lem 2030 Summit ,  to  ce lebrate  the  2000th b i r thday  of  the  Church .
GCN wi l l  inv i te  3 ,000 key  leaders  wor ldwide to  honor  the  3 ,000 who were
saved dur ing the  f i r s t  Pentecost .

Founder  and pres ident  o f  GCN,  Dr .  James  O .  Dav is ,  i s  the  author  o f :  

The Fai th  Book :  The  Master  Key  to  a  Grand L i fe  o f  Fa i th  
Unhindered!  Power  Pr inc ip les  for  the  Extraordinary  Chr is t ian L i fe  
The  Joy  Book :  The  Unspeakable  Chr is t ian L i fe  
The  Synergist ic  Church :  The  Answer  to  Ful f i l l ing  the  Great  Commiss ion  
L iv ing L i fe  f rom a Heavenly  Edge 
We Are  the  Church :  The  Unto ld  Story  o f  God ’s  G lobal  Awakening
(coauthored with  Dr .  Leonard Sweet )  
How to  Make Your  Net  Work :  Ty ing Relat ional  Knots  for  G lobal  Impact  
The Forgotten Bapt ism:  Your  Leadership  Path to  Ful f i l l ing  Your  V is ion
(coauthored with  Dr .  Kenneth Ulmer)  
Scal ing Your  Everest :  Lessons  f rom S i r  Edmund Hi l lary  
Gutenberg to  Google :  The  Twenty  Indispensable  Laws of
Communicat ion  
The Great  Commiss ion Study  Bib le  (coauthored with  Dr .  Ben Lerner )  
The  Bi l l ion  Soul  Story  
12  B ig  Ideas  
The Pastor ’ s  Best  Fr iend :  The  New Testament  Evangel i s t  
L iv ing L ike  Jesus  
The Preacher ’ s  Summit  
What  to  Do When the  L ights  Go Out  
I t ’ s  a  Miraculous  L i fe !  
S ignposts  on  the  Road to  Armageddon 
Beyond Al l  L imits :  The  Synergist ic  Church for  a  P lanet  in  Cr is i s
(coauthored with  Dr .  B i l l  Br ight )  
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For  more  than 20  years ,  GCN has  synergist ica l ly  partnered with  thousands  of
organizat ions  and more  than 700 ,000 churches ,  spanning v i r tua l ly  every
denominat ion and wor ld  region .  In  2017 ,  they  added a  f in ish  l ine :  2030 — the
2 ,000th b i r thday  of  the  Church .  

Referred to  as  FINISH 2030 ,  the  co l laborat ion  inc ludes  regional  F INISH 2030
Summits ,  where  targeted leaders  gather  to  establ i sh  a  co l lect ive  goal  o f  the
number  of  pastors  and ministers  needed to  be  t ra ined in  the  next  ten  years  to
complete  the  Great  Commiss ion in  the i r  region .  As  part  o f  th is  endeavor ,  the
Mi l l ion  Min isters  Mandate  was  establ i shed to  create  enough onramps for  one
mi l l ion  new young ministers  to  be  equipped and empowered into  fu l l - t ime
minist ry  in  the  next  seven to  ten  years .

Dur ing 2023  and through June ,  2024 ,  GCN hosted F INISH Summits  in  As ia ,
West  Af r ica ,  Europe ,  Car ibbean and Southern  Afr ica .  So  far ,  the  co l lect ive  goal
toward the  Mi l l ion  Min isters  Mandate  i s  1 ,074 ,000 young ministers  t ra ined in
the  next  seven to  ten  years .

GCN has  committed to  carry ing out  th is  ca l l ing  through the  fo l lowing
F . I .N . I .S .H .  ob ject ives :  

F IND the  wor ld ’s  unreached people  groups  and engage them.
INTERCEDE for  the  unreached and for  one another .
NETWORK together  for  the  greatest  synergist ic  impact .
INVEST our  t ime,  ta lent  and t reasure  into  th is  k ingdom cause .
SEND miss ionar ies  into  the  wor ld  regions  where  the  Gospel  i sn ’ t  known.
HARVEST together  unt i l  the  very  last  person has  heard .

Mount Everest  Tra ining Center :
In  September  2018 ,  the  Global  Church Network  hosted a  "G ive  Me This
Mounta in  In i t iat ive , "  in  Kathmandu,  Nepal .  More  than 1 ,500 church p lanters
t rave led both  short  and long d istances ;  some h iked for  two weeks  through the
Himalayas  to  attend the  summit .  S ince  the  launch of  "G ive  Me This  Mounta in
In i t iat ive , "  hundreds  of  church p lanters  have  been t ra ined and are  now
plant ing churches  at  the  h ighest  a l t i tudes  in  the  wor ld .  Yet ,  th is  i s  not  enough
to  equip  the  number  of  church p lanters  needed for  the  20 ,000 p lus  v i l lages
that  have  never  heard  the  Gospel  and have  never  had a  church located in
them.

-cont inued-
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The Global  Church Network ,  in  partnersh ip  with  The Nepal  Fe l lowship  of
Churches ,  are  moving forward with  the  deve lopment  and deployment  of  the
f i rs t -ever  Mount  Everest  Tra ining Center  in  So lukhumbu,  Nepal  at  the  8 ,000
ft .  leve l .

Global  Church Div inity  School :
Since  2002 ,  GCN has  he lped t ra in  tens  o f  thousands  of  Chr is t ian  leaders
wor ldwide through the  Global  Church Div inity  School  (GCDS) .  Of fer ing seven
powerfu l  min ist ry  t racks ,  the  GCDS onl ine  campus houses  more  than 250
interact ive  t ra in ing courses  in  the  Global  Church C lassroom,  taught  by
renowned Chr is t ian  leaders  f rom every  wor ld  region and every  major
denominat ion .  Hundreds  of  addi t ional  t ra in ing mater ia ls  are  ava i lab le  in  the
Global  Church L ibrary ,  the  internat ional  resource  bank of  the  f inest  Chr is t ian
books ,  v ideo ,  audio  and art ic les  in  the  wor ld .  

Global  Hubs of  Chr ist ianity :
In  2012 ,  GCN launched the  Global  Hubs  of  Chr is t ian i ty .  Today ,  there  are  more
than 160  Hubs ,  sca l ing to  800 Hubs  by  2030 .  Every  Hub synergizes  the  best
re lat ionships ,  systemat izes  the  best  t ra in ing and st rategizes  for  unreached
people  groups .  Over  two years ,  pastors  and leaders  meet  every  s ix  months  for
t ra in ing in  leadership  deve lopment ,  church p lant ing ,  v i s ionary  network ing ,
evangel i sm/disc ip leship  and g lobal  miss ions .  Upon the  complet ion  of  the i r
t ra in ing ,  graduat ion occurs ,  and the  Mother  Hub mult ip l ies  in  each nat ion .

Synergize  Pastors  and Leaders  Conference:
The Synergize  Pastors  and Leaders  Conference ,  organized by  Global  Church
Network  (GCN) ,  was  deve loped and des igned for  Chr is t ian  leaders  who des i re
to  network ,  synergize  and mobi l i ze  for  the  fu l f i l lment  o f  the  Great
Commiss ion .  S ince  i ts  incept ion in  2002 ,  the  b iennia l  conference has  drawn
more  than 55 ,000 Chr is t ian  leaders  f rom more  than 100 nat ions  represent ing
100 denominat ions .
 
Synergize  2024 took  p lace  on February  14- 16 ,  2024 ,  in  Or lando ,  F lor ida ,
gather ing inf luent ia l  internat ional  pastors  and leaders  who co l lect ive ly
represent  more  than 100 denominat ions ,  80  countr ies  and every  wor ld  region .
The three-day  event  featured 25  renowned p lenary  speakers  shar ing powerfu l
messages  re lated to  the  conference theme of  The  Unhindered Gospel  — a
reference to  the  last  verse  of  the  book of  Acts  which says  the  gospel  was
shared “with  a l l  bo ldness  and without  h indrance! ”
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About  Global  Church Network:
When was  the  Global  Church Network  founded? 
What  does  i t  mean for  churches  and denominat ions  f rom every  wor ld
region to  partner  synergist ica l ly?
How does  GCN equip  pastors  and church leaders  f rom around the
wor ld  for  evangel i s t ic  outreach?
What  i s  F INISH 2030?
What  i s  the  Mi l l ion  Min isters  Mandate  and how does  i t  impact  how
quick ly  we fu l f i l l  the  Great  Commiss ion?
What  are  the  Global  Hubs  of  Chr is t ian i ty  and why are  they
important?
In  2019 ,  GCN reached i ts  f i r s t  mi lestone of  one b i l l ion  souls  and 5 ,000
churches .  What  i s  GCN’s  next  mi lestone/s?

About  FINISH 2030:
What  i s  the  st rategy  of  F INISH 2030 to  accompl ish  i ts  goa l  o f
fu l f i l l ing  the  Great  Commiss ion by  the  2 ,000th anniversary  o f  the
Chr is t ian  Church?
What  can loca l  churches  do  r ight  now to  he lp  achieve  fu l f i l lment  o f
the  Great  Commiss ion?
How can those  who are  not  pastors  or  evangel i s ts  contr ibute  to  the
fu l f i l lment  o f  the  Great  Commiss ion?

About  the Great  Commission:
Why do you be l ieve  th is  i s  the  generat ion  that  wi l l  complete  the
Great  Commiss ion?  What  do  they  have  that  prev ious  generat ions  d id
not?
Pract ica l ly  speaking ,  what  wi l l  i t  take  to  f in ish  the  Great
Commiss ion?  

What  are  the  f ive  “needs”  for  fu l f i l l ing  the  Great  Commiss ion on a
global  sca le?  

You say  that  fu l f i l l ing  the  Great  Commiss ion i s  not  about  money ,  i t ’ s
about  mot ivat ion .  Can you te l l  us  more  about  th is  thought  process?

-cont inued-
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About  the Global  Church Div inity  School  (GCDS) :
What  i s  the  s igni f icance of  GCDS as  i t  re lates  to  F INISH 2030 ’s  goa l  o f
fu l f i l l ing  the  Great  Commiss ion by  2030?
What  d is t inguishes  GCDS f rom other  minist ry  t ra in ing courses  and
resources?
How is  the  GCDS teaching facul ty  se lected?
What  are  the  var ious  credent ia l ing leve ls  and learn ing t racks
ava i lab le  through GCDS?
What  i s  the  Global  Church L ibrary?

About  the Mount  Everest  Tra ining Center :
What  i s  “ the  Chr is t ian ’s  Mount  Everest?”
What  i s  the  miss ional  s igni f icance of  the  Mount  Everest  Tra in ing
Center?

About  the Synergize  Pastors  and Leaders  Conference:
What  impact  has  the  Synergize  conference had over  the  22  years
s ince  i t  began?
Why i s  i t  important  for  Chr is t ian  pastors  and leaders  to  network ,
synergize  and mobi l i ze?
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